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Before graduation, English M.A. students in the literature concentration must successfully meet their 
comprehensive examination requirement by completing either a literature thesis and oral thesis defense or 
by completing a capstone option.  
 
Literature Thesis  
The literature thesis is the preferred option for students who plan to enter a doctoral program in English. 
Students write a thesis, which may draw on a student's previous written work in courses, but which must also 
involve substantial further research under the supervision of a thesis director  and should be at least 50 pages 
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English Department Capstone Policy 
 
Capstone Options  
The capstone requires 33 English Course Hours plus 3 capstone hours/presentation. Students must submit a 
capstone form to the graduate c oordinator for approval by the Graduate Committee by October 15 or 
May 15 the semester before the capstone. Capstone classes are conducted in fall and spring. Upon 
approval, students will register for one semester of EH 59 8: Literature raraturesst


